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Sermon, Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, 24th October, 2021 

 

Readings - Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8; Hebrews 7:21-28; Mark 10:46-52 

Hymns: Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour; How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

in a believer’s ear; And now, O Father, mindful of the love; I heard the voice of Jesus 

say. 

 

And when Bartimaeus heard it was Jesus of Nazareth he began to cry out and say 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me”.  For this recognition of Christ, the blind 

Bartimaeus was rebuked by others, and told to be quiet!  Not to be deterred, 

Bartimaeus continues, and is rewarded not only with a “one on one” conversation with 

Jesus, but his request for the recovery of sight is granted, Jesus saying “Go your way, 

your faith made you well”.  However, St Mark records that with his recovery of sight 

Bartimaeus actually follows Jesus on the way.  I think this a quite striking and delightful 

vignette of an encounter with Jesus which is filled immediately with faithfulness and 

discipleship. 

Surely this wonderful miracle story of the blind man gaining his sight with its emphasis 

on having a strong faith, amidst derision, should be an inspiration to, and for, us all!  A 

reminder of the capacity for faith in Jesus Christ to transform lives.  It is worth noting 

that in the story St Mark records not just that Bartimaeus regains his sight but that he 

becomes a follower of Jesus.  Thus, for Bartimaeus this is not just an encounter 

whereby he is someone who regains his sight and moves on; no, he is someone for 

whom the encounter with Jesus converts him to being a disciple. 

As some of you will know this Parish, and I, support the Barnabas Fund which supports 

Christians in the world wherever they are persecuted for their faith.  As I read their 

material and use their prayer points, I am reminded of how almost too comfortable life 

can be for people in Australia.  While we as Christians may occasionally receive snide 

remarks, even feel public policy antagonism, there is certainly no threat to our lives, 

and while reading of the Bible and attending services of worship is not as popular as 

we would wish it is certainly accepted practice.  In many ways, the reality is that 
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Christianity, and its institutions, are enshrined in the very fabric of society and public 

policy and practice.  In many ways complacency, not persecution, is our “bug bear”: 

too complacent to spread the Good News, while others are too complacent believing 

“they’ll be alright”! 

If you are searching for an example of faithfulness overcoming adversity in the Bible, 

then the story of Job is an obvious one.  Job, committed to God, while tormented for 

his Faith, maintains a belief in the goodness of God despite the tremendous trials and 

tribulations he has to bear.  In the depths of agony, Job still proclaimed “I know my 

Redeemer lives”.  Job’s faith as we know is vindicated; we learn that rather beautifully 

in the passage read this morning.  Genuine faith cannot be destroyed – something I 

am sure our Christian friends in places supported by Barnabas Fund experience.  We 

do well to ask ourselves if we could be as faithful as Job?  Despite the taunts or 

disinterest or antagonism of others from, be it family or friends or work colleagues, do 

we maintain such a level of unwavering faith?  Are we a Bartimaeus seeking out the 

Lord or might we be one of those who rebukes, or reviles away, from deep faith? In 

other words, are we members of the crowd? 

I have been going around the region endeavouring to meet people and letting them 

know I am around – there is a full-time Anglican clergyperson in the region.  Generally 

speaking, people have been very welcoming and polite, some expressing delight that 

there is a fulltime residential clergyperson around.  Every now and then you have the 

“prickly encounter”: when for what ever reason some feel the need to give a 

clergyperson a hard time.  This is not unexpected, and while it can be a little 

uncomfortable, it can oftentimes provide an opportunity to proclaim the joy of Faith.  In 

many ways it is a more productive encounter than that with a person who simply 

ignores you; walking on the other side of the road as it were, and therefore not allowing 

for any encounter. 

In this regard my first visit to one of the Beverley hotels was interesting.  I suspect a 

priest, wearing clerical clothes, is unusual in the local bar.  Clearly two of the patrons 

on that visit had “a beef” with the Church and thought this random clergyperson was 

fair game.  One person’s opening line was to suggest that I was busy protecting 

paedophiles; to which I was able to offer a broader perspective which while 

acknowledging the seriousness of the failings of the Church in such matters, also 
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outlined how the Church, more broadly, and the Anglican Church, more specifically, 

was working hard to ensure his accusation was not true anymore, and that 

compensation had been and would continue to be paid.  I am pleased to say that on 

my next visit I received a far warmer and more engaging welcome from the same 

person.  I am encouraged. 

The other person’s approach was to tell me that “he dined with Satan”.  I am not sure 

what he expected me to make of this provocative line, but he seemed somewhat taken 

aback when I responded by asking “And did you share a salad?”; a response his mates 

thought very amusing, and which made him feel a little unwise.  Our conversation then 

continued, thankfully more amicably.  I find it a privilege to have these conversations 

and meetings and I hope such experiences are occasionally true for yourselves. 

You may recall that in the Thanksgiving Prayer 1 we often use at the Eucharist we 

affirm that in celebrating Holy Communion we are doing as our Saviour commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross, his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again, we celebrate, 

with this bread and this cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the 

whole world.  In doing so we affirm that of the passage from the Letter to the Hebrews 

where the writer affirms our redemption through Christ as he offered himself without 

blemish to God so to purify our conscience from dead works so we can serve the living 

God.  Whereas in Judaism it is recorded the Old Covenant required ongoing ritual 

sacrifice of goats, bulls etc we have in the New Covenant, instituted by Christ, to 

acknowledge and be convicted of the centrality of his redeeming act of love by dying 

on the cross for all. 

The conviction we need is that this wonderful state of Grace, experienced by Job, by 

Bartimaeus, by Christians throughout the centuries, and by Christians persecuted in 

places Barnabas Fund supports, so that we can ensure we are not afraid to proclaim 

Jesus’ life giving and life affirming offering of himself made on the Cross.  Let us 

therefore go out to spread this Good News that I trust is central to whom we are and 

what we do.  Let us be as Bartimaeus, not deterred, and as Job, clear that our 

Redeemer lives! 


